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Tús maith, leath na h-oibre   

 

 

School Uniform and Staff Dress Code Policy 

 

Introductory Statement 
 
The purpose of the uniform is to give a sense of unity and to develop a pride in the school 
and its environs.  It also helps prevent undesirable competition in clothes, particularly amongst 
the older children. 
 

It is important for parents to understand that children are required to wear the uniforms at 
all times and their tracksuits when appropriate. 
 
School Uniform 

 

Only the uniform and tracksuits appropriate to St. Sylvester’s Infant School is permitted.  This 
is strongly supported by the Board of Management and further endorsed by the Parents’ of 
the school following the outcome of a survey.  This survey was issued to comply with the 
Department of Education and Skills circular 32/2017 “Measures to be adopted by schools to 

reduce the cost of school uniforms and other costs”. 

 

               Uniform: Maroon Cardigan/Jumper, Blue Shirt, Grey Skirt/Pinafore/Trousers, (Wine tie 
with blue stripe – optional)  

               P.E:  School Tracksuit (zip top with blue inside collar introduced in September 2019), 
Blue Polo Shirt and Velcro Runners – Shorts are optional  
 

 

• In the interest of hygiene and to prevent the spread of head lice, girls and boys with 
shoulder length / long hair should come to school with their hair tied up.   

 

 

• Children of this school’s age group should have their own natural hair colour. Hair styles 
should be age appropriate, neat and tidy and not cause distraction to other pupils e.g. 
Mohican or any other type of extreme hairstyle. 

 

 

• The only jewellery children can wear to school are stud earrings and in necessary cases, 
medical bracelets and watches. 

 

 

• Children are not permitted to wear make-up, including lipstick and nail varnish. 
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• The school recommends using mittens instead of gloves as young children find it very 
difficult to manage gloves. 

 

 

• At the onset of winter we ask parents to ensure that their child is able to put on and close 
his/her coat. 

 

 

• Velcro tie shoes are much more manageable and safer than laced shoes and children who 
wear laced shoes should be able to lace them unaided. 

 

 
• In the interest of Health and Safety children are forbidden to use an umbrella during the 

school day. 
 
 

Non-uniform days:  
 

Children do not have to wear their uniform on ‘Party/Fun Days’ i.e. Halloween Treasure Hunt, 
Christmas party, Easter Treasure Hunt and June Sponsor Dance.  
 

The first Friday of every month is designated as a ‘Non-uniform’ fundraiser day and pupils are 
asked to bring in €1 towards the purchase of school resources e.g. in 2017/18 monies raised 
went towards the purchase of new musical instruments.  In 2018/19 additional iPads were 
purchased. 

• Children MUST wear age-appropriate clothing. Cropped belly tops, and sexualised 
clothing is strictly forbidden.  

• Clothes should be comfortable and suitable for school activities such as PE and Art.  
• Children cannot wear clothes/headwear that can distract the learning of other children, 

e.g. Jojo bows  
 
Official School Occasions: 
 

For official school photographs children are expected to wear their school uniform.  For 
calendars, photographs etc uniform or school tracksuit is acceptable depending on the 
occasion. Children must wear their school tracksuits when attending school tours, nature walks 
and sporting events, or when advised to do so by the class teacher/school.     
 
Lost property: 
 

A lost property basket is located in the school office.  Unclaimed lost property is sent to charity 
at the end of each school year. 
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Donation of Uniforms/Uniform Swap Shop:  
 
Parents often donate uniforms to the school.  The school is glad to accept clean uniforms 
which are in good condition. We keep some of these uniforms to use if the children have 
‘accidents’. The remainder is given to the Parents Association who operate an ‘Honesty Box’ 
system a couple of times a year. 
 

Parents are asked to put spare clean underwear and socks in their child’s school bag in case 
of accidents. However, a limited amount of underwear, socks and tights are held in the school 
in case of emergencies. We ask parents to wash and return uniforms and underwear borrowed 
as soon as possible. 
 

Official Uniform Providers: 
  
Pat O’Farrell, Strand Rd, Portmarnock and Airside, Swords.  Parents can purchase the non 
crested school uniform in any shop they wish. However, the crested school tracksuit is only 
available from Pat O’Farrell.  
 

Labelling:  
 

With so many similar type jumpers, cardigans etc in the school, it is important that all items 
of clothing are clearly labelled with the child’s details. 
 

Staff Dress Code 

 
St. Sylvester’s is an infant school catering for children aged four to eight.  With this in mind, 
our dress code should reflect a style of dress befitting our role as professionals in daily contact 
with parents, pupils and colleagues. 
 
Dress should reflect a ‘work/business environment’ and the staff should dress weather 
appropriate. 
 
Suggested points: 
 

• Smart casual 
• No bare midriffs, string tops, frayed trousers, shorts or over revealing dress 
• Proper practical footwear 
• No facial jewellery 
• No distracting hair-do’s 
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Ratification and Communication 

 

The Board of Management reserves the right to add to or amend this policy from time to time 
as deemed necessary.  The policy was ratified by the Board of Management on the 11th 
February, 2019.  This Policy will be reviewed in October, 2022. 
 
This policy will be published on our school website. 
 

 

Signed: 
 

 
 

________________       11th February, 2019 

Mrs. Denise Boyne,        

Chairperson, 
Board of Management. 
 


